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Overview

To provide make quality comprehensive and integrated health services 
accessible to all who pass through the doors regardless of their ability to pay

● With/without insurance

● Undocumented citizens 

INITIAL PROBLEMS

2016: Expansion of services for substance 

use treatment/recovery 

with help from a HRSA grant and 

destigmitizing addiction 

WORK
(SASE) → Substance (Ab)Use 

Service Expansion Program 

Providing a system of 

treatment:
● Monitoring Rx history & 

dosing 

● Clinicians assessment of 

problem origin

● Creating treatment plan

● Referral to intensive 

treatment intervention

Medication Assisted 

Treatment
● Buprenorphine

● Naloxone (Narcan) 

● Naltrexone 

Outreach

● Big Island equipped with limited resources

● Prior to 2015, no available Suboxone or 

Buprenorphine waivered prescribers 

● W.HI one of the highest rates of opioid use in 

the state

 

Education 

Community 

involvement 
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RESPONSE

SIGNIFICANCE

● Ongoing collaboration 

with other providers 

locally & inter-island 

● Serving the W.HI 

population with a 

continuum of services in 

substance use treatment
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Project 

Overview● Largest of the Hawaiian islands, 
WHCHC serves the West side 
(Kailua-Kona) of Hawai’i

● According to the U.S. Census, as of July 
21, 2019, the population of the entire 
island is 201,513

● 41 beds

● 6 outpatient clinics

● No paper guide for resources

● “Living website” that can be continually 
updated as information and resources 
arise or change

*Data and image from West Hawaii Community Health 
Center’s 2017 annual report
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My Friends 
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● Challenges for Substance 
Use Disorder Treatment 
in rural areas

● Substance Use Disorder 
Treatment programs in 
Hawaii

● WHCHC

● Build connections and 
relationships without 
physical connections

● Working remotely as a 
team
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