
ACM 420 Computer Animation Production II
Rubric

Level Filmic Writing and Storytelling Professional Skills in Animation Professional Skills in Design Ethics

1

The film's storyline is clear and 
compelling. The writer's 
intention is conveyed well, and 
the audience responds 
appropriately. 

Animated movement fits the 
character design and character 
personality. Accurate sense of 
weight and timing. Appealing use 
of the  Principles of Animation, 
including squash-and-stretch and 
overlapping action. Graphical 
elements are appropriately 
animated.

Creative and appealing 
character and background 
designs. Characters and 
backgrounds harmonize and 
work well together.

The film presents a 
thought-provoking 
point of view  with 
multiple layers of 
meaning.

2

The storyline is clear, but could 
be made more appealing with 
additional refinement. The 
audience understands the story 
of the film. 

Animated movement fits the 
character design and character 
personality. Weight and timing 
need some fine-tuning. Squash-
and-stretch and overlapping 
action present, but need some 
fine-tuning. Graphical elements 
are appropriately animated.

Designs of characters and 
backgrounds are complete, 
but need additional fine-
tuning to reach their full 
potential. Characters and 
backgrounds harmonize and 
work well together.

The film presents a 
unique voice or 
perspective.

3

The storyline is not entirely 
clear, but still has some appeal. 
The audience can understand it 
overall.

Animated movement does not 
match the character design and 
character personality. Weight and 
timing need significant 
improvement. Squash-and-stretch 
and overlapping action present, 
but need significant improvement. 
Animation on graphical elements 
needs improvement.

Design of characters and 
backgrounds are completed, 
but need significant 
improvement. Character and 
backgrounds don't harmonize 
well together, and need 
additional design work.

The film is 
entertaining and 
accessible, but lacks 
deeper layers of 
meaning.



4

The storyline is not entirely 
clear, and lacks appeal. The 
audience can understand it 
overall, but there is some 
confusion.

Movement does not match the 
character design and character 
personality. Weight and timing are 
incorrect or missing. Squash-and-
stretch and overlapping action is 
incorrect or missing. Animation on 
graphical elements is incorrect or 
missing. 

A portion (less than 50%) of 
the designs of characters and 
backgrounds look incomplete 
and unfinished. 

The films presents 
stock characters or 
storyline, but with a 
unique twist.

5

The storyline is not clear. The 
audience is not able to 
understand it. 

Basic movement is incomplete. 
Weight and timing are incorrect or 
missing. Squash-and-stretch and 
overlapping action is incorrect or 
missing. Animation on graphical 
elements is incorrect or missing. 

A majority (over 50%) of the 
design of characters and 
backgrounds look incomplete 
and unfinished. 

The film presents 
stereotypical or stock 
characters and 
storyline without any 
originality.


