
Editor’s Note 

 

The editors of the Asian-Pacific Law & Policy Journal (“APLPJ”) proudly present our 

first Fall 2023 issue (Volume 25, Issue 1). This issue features one article and two comments 

encompassing topics relevant to the Asia-Pacific region. We are particularly proud to be 

featuring a comment written by one of our very own APLPJ editors. 

 

We are honored to present the article, Freedom of Contract vs. Legal Paternalism in 

Korean Public Procurement Contracts. This article is written by Joseph Cho, a doctoral 

candidate at the Seoul National University School of Law and a dual qualified government 

contract lawyer in New York and England. In this article, Cho explores public procurement 

contracts in the Republic of Korea and analyzes the thesis that public procurement contracts 

operate as private agreements under the South Korean legal framework. 

 

The first comment we are proud to present is, Deep Dive with New Haven: 

Comprehensive Analysis of the South China Sea Arbitration and its Progeny of Legal Literature. 

This comment is written by Lauren Azurin, a J.D. Candidate at the St. Thomas University 

College of Law. Azurin explores the South China Sea Arbitration and delves into an analysis of 

the overlapping claims of various interested parties. Azurin utilizes the New Haven Approach to 

dissect the issue and propose alternative solutions to this long-standing dispute. 

 

The second comment we present is by current APLPJ member and WSRSL student, 

Denielle Pedro, entitled, Public-Private Partnerships, LIHTC, and the Preservation of Public 

Housing: A Case Study of Pālolo Valley Homes. In this comment, Pedro explores Hawaiʻi’s 

housing crisis and how public-private partnerships on public lands are intertwined. Pedro uses 

Pālolo Valley Homes as a case study and provides proposed solutions to the housing crisis. 

 

We look forward to further celebrating the Journal’s 25th Anniversary by continuing to 

elevate the voices of the Asia-Pacific region. On behalf of APLPJ, we extend our sincerest 

gratitude to the authors for their unwavering effort and patience working with the APLPJ team 

and their commitment to legal scholarship. We thank the APLPJ Editors and Editorial Board, 

without whom this publication would not be possible. We would also like to thank our faculty 

advisors - Professors Mark Levin, Troy Andrade, and Garrett Halydier - for their support. We 

also extend our thanks to the WSRSL library and research staff for their guidance throughout the 

publication process. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elyse Nakamoto   Kalina Nguyen Le 

Co-Editor-in-Chief   Co-Editor-in-Chief 
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